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Narrative Biosketch 

Vito De Pinto was a fellow of the prestigious School of Bioenergetics and Mitochondria held in 

Bari by prof. E. Quagliariello. In particular he was educated in the laboratory of prof. F. Palmieri, 

leader in the field of mitochondrial carriers. In this laboratory he made his first achievements in the 

field of membrane proteins. 

He purified the first mitochondrial integral transmembrane protein in the whole laboratory by 

chromatography on HTP/celite. This protein was later found to be VDAC or mitochondrial porin, 

when he spent a fellowship in the laboratory of prof. R. Benz (University of Konstanz, Germany). 

From this point upward his scientific interest was mainly devoted to VDAC, that he studied in all its 

aspects, from purification of the protein to cDNA and gene isolation and sequencing, to 

characterization from the functional point of view and by identifying residues important for its 

activity, to discovering the few patients affected by VDAC deficiency, a lethal occurence, (this 

work was reported in Lancet and granted by Telethon). 

 

 

Patents 

2017  Italiano patent n. 102016000026259, title: “Composto peptidico farmacologicamente attivo, 

procedimento per la sua preparazione e uso” –Angela Messina, Vito De Pinto, Andrea Magrì et al. 

2018  Pending international patent n. PCT/IB2017/051460 title:: "Pharmacologically active 

peptide compound, process for the preparation and use thereof" - Angela Messina, Vito De Pinto, 

Andrea Magrì et al. 
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